





Minimum Amount of
Recycled Material

Contact-sensitive plastic packaging
(PET as the main component)

2025 >25%

2030 >30%

2040 >50%

Contact-sensitive plastic packaging
(Everything except PET)

Plastic packaging must contain a minimum amount of recycled material.
This measure aims to encourage reuse and promote a circular economy.

To be classified as reusable, a packaging must be deliberately designed, 2030
manufactured, and marketed with the explicit intention of being used
multiple times (or refilled) for a purpose similar to the original design. 2040

The responsibility for planning and organizing the reuse lies with Single-use plastic drink bottles

the producer, who is also required to inform the end-user about the 2030 >30%
possibilities for reusing the specific packaging.

2040 >65%

Other plastic packaging
2030 >35%

2040 >65%
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100% of the packaging 4&7
must be recyclable

The first crucial measure of the PPWR states that from January 1, 2030, all packaging, regardless of the
materials used, must be specifically designed with recyclability in mind.

According to the PPWR, packaging must meet the following criteria to be considered recyclable:

The packaging must be designed to be recyclable.

The packaging can be collected separately in an effective and efficient manner.

The packaging must be able to be directed to a well-defined waste stream without compromising the
recyclability of other waste streams.

The packaging must be recyclable to the extent that the resulting secondary raw materials are of high
enough quality to replace primary raw materials.

Possibility for large-scale recycling (from 2035).
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Disposal instructions will be standardized on
both the packaging and collection tools (at the
material level).

Deposit return packaging will receive uniform
labels.

Labels/coding will indicate the reusability of the
packaging.

Specifications for labeling regarding claims
about recycled content” and ‘biobased content’
Labels must be clear and not misleading.

Uniform

The PPWR stipulates that consumers must be able to sort
packaging more easily, aiming to reduce contamination in
material streams. The following rules have been established
for this purpose:

The use of pictograms to indicate material composition will
become mandatory by 2028 (with the exception of transport
packaging and deposit-return packaging). These pictograms
may be supplemented with QR codes. These symbols corres-
pond to symbols that will be placed on collection containers. Universal
pictograms will be introduced for deposit-return packaging and reusable
packaging. The form of the label for these pictograms will be determined
by an implementing act (expected in 2026).

Furthermore, each member state must imple-
ment deposit and return systems by January 1,
2029, for the separate collection of plastic be-
verage bottles and metal beverage containers
for single use with a capacity of up to three
liters. These deposit and return systems must
ensure the separate collection of at least 90%
by weight of the respective packaging per year.



Compostable and

Biodegradable Packaging

The PPWR includes provisions to count biodegradable packaging waste towards national recy-
cling targets. The Commission has introduced the following new requirements for composta-
ble, bio-based, and otherwise biodegradable packaging.

Biobased plastics are plastics made from biomass.

Home compostability is now defined as packaging that can be biologically broken
down in uncontrolled conditions.

Compostability standards need to be harmonized.
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Compostable packaging must not contaminate waste streams or disrupt the pro-
cessing of organic waste.
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Member states have the option to require that very light plastic carrier bags meet
industrial compostability standards.
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Timeline of

Deposit return schemes must be implemented in all
All EU member states must have an active EPR system. member states for specific types of packaging.

) ) o Delegated acts for the calculation/verification of recy-
Standards for home and industrial compostability will be cled material will be adopted.

reassessed and standardized.

@ Countries that exceed the collection target of 80% can apply for an @ (Criteria for the Design for Recycling guideli-

exemption from implementing the deposit return scheme. nes will be established.
P P g P ® A model for differentiating the fees to be

paid by producers, linked to the new per-

® Guidelines for reuse targets will be published.
® A method will be developed to certify the validity of labels for recy- formance classes, will be established: ‘The
cled content. polluter pays’.
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® The Recycle at Scale (RaS) scores for grades A, B,
and C will be introduced.

® Member states must reduce packaging waste by
10%.

® The member states’ goals for reducing pack-
aging waste must be reassessed.

Basic recycling scores (A, B, C) will be implemented
without Ra$ scores.

A methodology for the Recycle at Scale (RaS) score will
be developed.

Minimum standards for packaging dimensions and
empty space ratios will come into effect.

Initial requirements for recycled material will be esta-
blished for various types of packaging.

Stricter targets for the reuse of both beverage containers and

other transport and sales packaging.
Member states must reduce packaging waste by 15%.

Higher requirements for recycled materials for relevant types

of packaging.

©® Recycling Performance Grade (RPG) C is prohibited on the
market due to stricter recyclability standards.

Targets for the reuse of alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages and
other reusable packaging will come into effect.

Packaging icons and labels with digital data will be mandatory.
Coffee capsules and tea bags for single use must comply with De-
sign for Recycling guidelines.

All member states must reduce packaging waste by 5%.
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Stay informed about all deve-

lopments regarding the PPWR
requlations

© tvery working day from
e PNt 1000000 bbes  week

&, optimum Group
S J

Overview of ppwR
regulations

Uniform legislative
il e framework for

Follow us on social media, visit our website regularly,
and consult our experts to stay up-to-date with the
latest trends and developments in sustainable pack-

aging and recycling.
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Our headquarters

0G Benelux
Toermalijnstraat 12¢
1812 RL Alkmaar

The Netherlands
+31(0) 85 273 23 33
info@optimumgroup.nl

0G Germany
Schwarzer Weg 8

26215 Metjendorf
Germany

+49 (0) 44196 26 - 0
info@optimumgroup.de

0G Nordics
Haraldsvej 39
8960 Randers S@
Denmark

+45 (0) 20 28 75 11
lon@flexoprint.dk
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Optimum Group”

Labels & flexible packaging solutions
&

packaged all around
60° brand presence

“Together we change the future of
labels & flexible packaging solutions”



